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Madame Chair and Members of the Commission:

I am Sandi Olsen, a parent, representing the Montana Association for Gifted and Talented Education (AGATE) as a member of their Legislative Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  I apologize for our organization’s lack of previous participation and for any redundancy that may occur if you have already covered any issues I raise.

Mt AGATE appreciates your efforts and we ask that as you move forward with revenue, funding and services issues, that you be sure you address the needs of our high-ability, high-potential students, ensuring the constitutional standards for education opportunity are met.  As with other sectors of the student population., you must ensure that we also improve the performance of our high-ability, high-potential students.  Please do not let them, by default, become the children left behind.  Underachievement is one of the biggest dilemmas facing these students.  Limited funding for gifted and talented education was cut 50 percent in the mid-1990s and we have never re-allocated additional revenue to meet these students’ needs.  As a result, programming for these students has declined significantly statewide and is nearly non-existent in some districts.

The questions being tackled by the Commission are important to all students.  However, too often, it is just assumed that high-ability, high-potential students do not have special learning needs.  As a result, their learning needs are not met.  Please don’t let this myth be perpetuated in your work.  As you look at your core questions and make your recommendations 12 meetings from now, please be sure your recommendations adequately address the need of our high-ability, high-potential students.  AGATE remains available to provide additional information in response to any questions you may have. 

Thank you.

Sandi Olsen
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